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A SPECTACULAR FINALE FOR THE 2025
J/22 WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP IN
NAPLES

The 2025 J/22 Worlds in Naples came to a close after an intense week of competition, with nine races
completed in a wide range of conditions — from light morning airs to steady south-westerly sea breezes
and strong north-easterly Grecale gusting up to 25 knots. Throughout the week, the Bay of Naples
displayed its full range of moods: bright days with summer-like temperatures and sparkling sunshine
alternated with cloudier skies and even one day of heavy rain, when racing went ahead in challenging but
manageable conditions. The variety of wind, weather, and sea states provided a complete test of skill and
endurance, perfectly capturing the versatility that defines the J/22 class.

Fraporita, the multiple-time J/22 World Champion, once again demonstrated remarkable consistency and
control to claim the 2025 world title. Behind them, the two teams from Hamburg — Jola and J-Bender —
secured second and third place respectively. The best Italian performance came from Platamonia of the
Lega Navale Italiana Napoli, finishing just off the podium in fourth, while Water Lely/TU Delft from the
Netherlands rounded out the top five.

FOUR NATIONS, ONE PASSION

With teams representing the Netherlands, Germany, France, Portugal, and Italy, this edition of the Worlds
reaffirmed the international appeal of the J/22 class. The fleet brought together an inspiring mix of youth
and experience — from university students making their debut at an international championship to veteran
sailors with decades of racing behind them. This intergenerational blend fostered both competitive spirit
and a strong sense of camaraderie, on the water and ashore — a fantastic achievement, even compared to
many past J/22 World Championships.
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THE RISE OF THE ITALIAN J/22 FLEET

The 2025 J/22 World Championship in Naples concluded with competitive racing, strong international
participation, and a clear sense of shared enthusiasm. Just a few years ago, there were no J/22s racing in
ltaly. Today, the national fleet counts 15 active boats and keeps growing — proof of the enthusiasm
and teamwork that have built a vibrant new sailing community from scratch — the result of
dedicated teamwork and passion. The week in Naples not only crowned new champions but also
celebrated the growing unity and vitality of this one-design community, setting a high standard for the
events to come.

PRECISION AND PROFESSIONALISM

The Race Committee was outstanding — reading the wind perfectly, setting the course as soon as the
breeze stabilized, and even adjusting marks during the final leg to keep the racing flowing smoothly.

The Race Committee, praised by several crews for its “precision and professionalism,” managed each
transition with efficiency, ensuring fair and timely starts despite rapidly changing wind patterns. From
tactical light-air contests to high-adrenaline downwinds in stronger breeze, the competition demanded
adaptability and technical skill from all crews.

While the atmosphere ashore remained relaxed and friendly, competition on the water was intense. Close
mark roundings, tactical duels, and several photo-finish arrivals kept the pressure high throughout the
week. A number of protests were filed to the International Jury, underlining both the high level of racing
and the determination of the crews to sail by the book. The Jury's prompt and transparent decisions were
appreciated across the fleet, reinforcing the spirit of fairness that defines the class.
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Lega Navale Italiana
Sezione di Napoli

SEAMLESS SHORESIDE SUPPORT

A huge thank you to Raffaele and the harbour logistics team, who ensured that every launch, haul-out, and
docking went like clockwork. Their help and friendliness made life ashore just as enjoyable as the sailing

itself.
THE TASTE OF NAPLES

Every afternoon, after racing, sailors were greeted with pasta, local wine, and homemade cakes — the
perfect recipe for recovery, laughter, and storytelling. The spirit of camaraderie thrived onshore, and
friendships grew stronger with every glass of wine shared under the Neapolitan sun.

THE CREW PARTY TO REMEMBER

The Crew Party was everything a sailor could wish for — great food, music, and dancing until late, with
every team celebrating together in true J/22 spirit. A night that captured the joy and connection that make
this class so special.

EASY ACCESS, TRUE HOSPITALITY

This year's organization went above and beyond, offering a “J/22 Driver" transport service for international
teams arriving by plane and a fleet of rental boats ready to race — making Naples one of the most
welcoming Worlds venues ever.
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RACING IN A DREAM

To sail in the same waters that will host the 2027 America’s Cup is already special — but when the course
is framed by Vesuvio, Capri, Castel dell'Ovo, and the entire natural amphitheatre of the Gulf of Naples, with
dolphins joining the fleet, it becomes unforgettable.

Among those most impressed by the week were the new World Champions, Fraporita, who described
their experience as ‘beyond words." They highlighted the exceptional atmosphere created by the
organizers and volunteers, noting that “every effort, every mile to reach Naples was repaid with unforgettable
emotions.” Reflecting on the shoreside hospitality, they added that the post-race pasta, wine, and cakes
and the mid-regatta party full of music and dancing were ‘the perfect way to celebrate sailing together.” For
them, competing ‘in the legendary waters of the America’s Cup, surrounded by Vesuvius, Capri, and even
dolphins,” made the event “pure magic.”

A similar sentiment came from the Hamburg Sailing Club crews. Both Jola and J-Bender emphasized not
only the quality of racing but also the warmth of the Italian welcome. “You organized everything perfectly,”
they noted, describing the regatta as marked by ‘fair competition, ideal conditions, and great fun after
sailing.” They expressed their gratitude for the hospitality and friendships formed during the week,
promising that ‘this will certainly not be the last time we race in Italy.”

A heartfelt thank-you to our sponsors — Soluzioni Sistemi srl, Lexus Napoli, and Sida service srl — for
believing in the success of this event and for their continued support of the J/22 Italian Class, alongside
the Lega Navale Italiana - Sez. di Napoli.

Congratulations to all sailors, volunteers, and organizers for making the 2025 J/22 Worlds in Naples a week
of pure magic. Sailing, friendship, music, and the beauty of the Mediterranean — Naples, you've set the bar
high for the next Worlds!
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Nat Rank BowNumber SailNo Boat Class HelmName CrewNarme Club R1 R2 R} R4 RS RE R7T RE R9 Total MNett
(—— ] NED FRAPORITA J22  Jean-Miched Lautier  Giuseppe D'quing, Danis Neves VW Braassemermeer 1.0 10 10 30 (40) 10 10 10 0 150 110
1273
. 20 14 GER JOLA J22  Andreas Di#mann  Silke Basedow, Harald Bruhn HSC - Hamburger Segel-Club 5.0 (10.0) 100 0 50 20 40 30 a0 430 330
1411
g 15 GER JBENDER J22  Thorsten Spotter Hannes Ranko, Florian Buchs HSC - Hamburger Sagel-Club eV, 4.0 70 (1.0 50 10 &0 60 20 50 47.0 380
1449
ITA 51 PLATAMONLA J22  Dario Desiderio Vincenzo Giugne, Simoene Stolfoe LN Napoli 8.0 40 40 70 30 40 20 (90) 40 450 30
NED WATER LELY / J22  Julia Van Den Ezra Van De Ven, Marit Veerbeek, Frédérique Van Holk van den  D,SW.Z, Broach a0 a0 30 80 BO 30 80 B8O {9.0) 52,0 430
1455 TUDELFT Houvel heuwvel
ITA BT MALANDRINA J22  Vincenzo Race Massimo Taronna, Luigi Lavitola, Fabrizia Pacla Spena LN.I. Napaoli {13.0) "o 60 20 60 50 30 100 1.0 57.0 440
FRA 1443 JM J22  Fabrice Cahierc Thierry Picault, Frédéric Mouchos SMO - Sport Nautique do IOuest 13.38CP 20 20 680 20 (160 50 50 80 B0.3 443
TA PESTIFERA J22 Damiano Improts  Miano Mele, Luca Do Pasquals, Bruno Conelta LN.I. Nagoli 9.0 60 50 40 70 (140 110 7.0 60 9.0 550
17678
IRon 6 ITA3S  JOLLY ROGER J22  Diego Voccia Raffagle Speranza, Maiagrazia Sicilia, Francesca Grassi L.N.I, Napoli 6.0 50 80 90 11.0 90 (150) 1.0 7.0 B0 660
= oth 19 GER ZWCELFDREJZEHN J22  Dirk Mueller Horst Lehmann, Jochen Baumann Segler Verinigung Mannheeim {16.0) B8O 70 130 100 120 13.0 40 10.0 830 770
1213
WR 11h 12 ITA 158 PAPPICIOTTO J22  Sergio Glusti Simone Sassano, Ermico Del Gatto Circolo Nautico Torre del Greco 20 (21.0 130 100 140 140 80 120 14.0 106.0 850
UFD)
WN 12th 4 A LAaMU J22  Roberto Pinto Francesca Massarelli, Laura Arenare, Giuka Ventimigha LN Napoli 1.0 a0 150 420 150 100 120 60 {18.0) 1080 900
17677
1. W 13t 13 TA 01 PORTOSALVO J22  Glankigi Ascione Garofalo Lonenzo, Falanga Carlo, Vittosiano Neri Circolo Nawtico Torre del Greco 19.0 (210 17.0 150 120 70 70 130 165.0 126.0 1050
UFD)
T ITA 42 ALCIONE J22  Francesco Ruggiero  Maroella Contier, Mario Bardirome, Giulia Comrera L.N.|. Napoli 120 160 4.0 160 90 B0 (18.0) 150 16.0 1240 1060
ll W 15t 10 ITA 54 ARTIGLIO J22  Eugenio Fascl Mados Buonanmi, Davide Unich, Fabio Rossi LN.I. Napali 15.0 130 160 11.0 16.0 (20.0) 10,0 17.0 120 1300 1100
LR TA46  WHITE MAGIC J22  Davide D'Ambirosio  Elodia Do Fisgpo,M. Giulia Delli Santi, Antorio Farragamo LN.I. Napoli 7o 120 120 140 18.0 (19.0) 140 16.0 130 1350 1160
1[' mh 1 ITA LES ALIZES J22  Eduvardo Ballo Cristina Luise, Antonello Russo, Pasquale De Lucia L.N.|. Napoli 100 (210 19.0 190 13.0 150 160 140 17.0 1440 1230
16064 UFD)
]ll 18th 1 ITA 52 GULLIVER J22  Carlo Tiberio Ester Borriello, Andrea Buffolini, Matteo Pietro Cortese LN.I. Napali {20.3 150 80 18.0 17.0 13.0 190 19,0 19.0 149.3 1290
SCP)
WNish 2 ITA MARGOT J22  Daniela Postighone  Daniele Massa, Francesco Penta, Fermucclo Ferara LN.I. Mapoli 8.0 140 180 470 19.0 17.0 170 (210 21.0 162.0 1410
17676 DNS) DNC
i: 20th 18 NED JAGER J22  Augustin Schobert  Maria Rubbens - lvo Van Gestel - Marita Lekkerkerker Rotterdamsa Studenten Zoll {20.0) 7o 200 200 200 180 200 180 1.0 1640 144.0
1500 Verainiging
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2025 J/22 North Amerlcan Cham ion:

The final day of the J/22 North American race officials. Despite the challenges, the Race
Championship hosted by Rochester Yacht Club Committee excelled, successfully completing

in New York brought conditions that mirrored seven races while adapting to every breeze shift
the first two days—light and shifty, demanding  thrown their way.

patience and precision from both sailors and

International J/22 Class Association 8




Congratulations to the podium finishers
among 25 boats:

Adam Burns, Todd Hiller, John Goller -
Youngstown Yacht Club / Annapolis Yacht Club
— 17 points

Brad Julian, Matthew Schubert, Emerson Smith
— Annapolis Yacht Club - 21 points

Travis Odenbach, Jay Miles, Justin Damore —
Rochester Yacht Club - 33 points

T
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DAY ONE RECAP: The Championship kicked
off under light but steady conditions. Sailors
faced a northeast breeze of 4-8 knots, which
held just enough to complete three races. Race
management kept things moving smoothly, and
with help from Vakaros technology, there were
no general recalls. The front-runners were Jeff
Hayden (SSA), Adam Burns (YYC) and leading the
pack in first was Travis Odenbach (RYC), keeping
the hometown club well represented.
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DAY TWO RECAP: Winds hovered between
3-8 knots throughout the day. Saturday’s
opening race was very light and shifty. Then,
the breeze picked up to a steadier 6-9 knots,
making for a more tactical and enjoyable race.
Race Committee tried to pull off another contest
but ultimately abandoned as the wind faded
again. Brad Julian took bullets in both races to
shoot up the leaderboard.

11



Off the water, sailors enjoyed Rochester
hospitality—including Fifth Frame Brewing
hosting dinner, dancing and live music.

Complete results from October 3-5 may be
found at J/22 North American Championship.

International J/22 Class Association 1 2


https://theclubspot.com/regatta/id8HaQ8xmo

Technical Committee Report

By Thomas Lasch, International Technical Committee Chair

Updating our . Standards for

Major Cha

ike to encourage you to give us
ck or comments. Only by that can
2velop the Class in the spirit of our
ors. | am honored to work with all
1embers of the various Committees of
our Class to make our Class even better.

Our regatta standards are dated from
1/1/2006 and are not reflecting multiple
aspects of the current environment and
the sailing organizations.

Therefore there is a clear need for an update.
In order to go forward, | suggest to split the
current document into two documents.

One document should focus on the
organizational topics for Championships e.g.
selection criteria and process, schedule of
races and prizes, requirements for Jury and
Race Committee.

The second document should define Regatta
Regulations and have the following content:

1 Intent

2 Eligibility and Measurement

3. Substitution of Crew and Equipment
4 Course length and time limits

5 Decision to start a race

Regarding some particular topics,
my initial thoughts are:

to 4 Course length and time limits

ip Regattas

Boats shall sail drop-mark windward
courses, including offset marks and ga

« Boats failing to finish within 15 minutes a
the first boat sails the course and finishes s
be scored time limit expired (TLE) without a
hearing.

« The race time per day should not exceed
6 hours.

- to 5 Decision to start a race

« Races shall not be started when there is
less than an average of four (4) knots of
wind speed over the entire course area
(measured over a period of 5 minutes).

« Races will not be started in more than
an average of 25 knots.

Remarlc the 4 kn and the 25 kn values are
defined in the Race Management Policies for
World Sailing Events (§ 4.6/ § 4.7). | don't see
a reason why we should deviate from that
World Sailing Policy (Regulation), even if it
focuses on Olympic Classes.

The Technical Committee will prepare a
first draft prior to the board meeting in the
1t quarter 2026.

Anyone with questions or comments should feel
free to contact me (thomas.loesch@t-online.de)
and/or the Class Executive Chris Howell.
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2026 J/22
Midwinter Championship

at Helly Hansen Sailing
World Regatta St. Petersburg

February 13-15, 2026
St. Petersburg Yacht Club,
St. Petersburg, Florida

HELLY HANSEN %J%""f"%
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https://www.sailingworld.com/regatta-series-st-petersburg/
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South Africa Report

By Richard Crockett
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Prior to August 2025, there was great excitement
within the J/22 Class when the committee
were approached by the Lipton Cup organisers
requesting that the J/22 be the 2025 design of
choice for the event. After many discussions
and debates, the approval, with certain criteria
to be adhered to, was given. The J/22 Class was
introduced to the Lipton Challenge for the very
first time, with its presence breathing a huge
breath of fresh air into the contest by bringing
new enthusiasm, a good-sized fleet and a good
mix of youth and experience. All this was the
catalyst to ensure that the Lipton Challenge
remains the top sailing contest in this country.

R

The JIZZsl at Lipton Cup Challenge
~ August 2025 Cape Town
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The J/22 recognition has been a long time in
coming as the Lipton Cup Trustees, in doing
their due diligence as they should, chose other
Classes and fleets which ultimately did not pass
muster, before homing in on the J/22 for the
2025 contest. This was a masterstroke as despite
some scepticism, the J/22 outperformed itself
in terms of providing some of the closest racing
in the contest for many years.

However, the Lipton Deed of Gift does indicate
that the Challenge will take place in “deep-sea”
coastal waters, so sheltered and inland waters
are not an option on which to race.

15
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This ultimately extrapolates to the fact that on
coastal waters, winds may at times exceed

the Class wind limits, and that all competitors
should be prepared and sufficiently practised
should strong winds prevail at any time.

There was one race in strong winds very early
in the contest which resulted in broaches,
damage and some shattered egos and dreams!
The Lipton Challenge has no discards.

An important factor to remember is that

the J/22 Class was the 2025 Lipton Challenge
Class of choice, with the Lipton Trustees and
organisers setting the rules for racing, not

the J/22 Class. However, to ensure no damage
was done to the South African J/22 Class,

the Trustees elected to require the contest to

be run strictly in accordance with the Class Rules
as they stand.

The J/22 Class’ success as the “Lipton boat” was
more because the South African fleet are similar
in terms of age, and were all built by two local
builders, which extrapolated into good, close
and tactical one-design racing.

The Class changed the contest for South Africa’s
Lipton Challenge Cup as never before, featuring
as many as 10 races, Hermanus Yacht Club (HYC)
emerged as worthy winners of the contest by
simply sailing consistently well in every single
one of these 10 races.

THIS IS HOW THE EVENT PLAYED OUT:
The loud cheers from well-wishers as the HYC
team docked at the Royal Cape Yacht Club
(RCYCQ) after the final race with “We Are the
Champions” reverberating around the marina
proved that their fellow competitors fully
embraced this victory as one truly deserved.

International J/22 Class Association 1 @




Included in the crew led by Calvin Gibbs and
Markus Progli were two youth sailors for whom
this was their debut Lipton and whom, as they
emerge as victors, will be pinching themselves
for a reality check for a long time to come.

The debutants were James Rae and Scarlet
Cilliers, both 16 years old and still at school.

A bonus for the team is that Scarlet has
probably become the very first woman winner
of this event as, despite scouring the history
books, no records can be found to show a
woman in a winning crew.

The racing was intense on the final day, as
mathematically any one of four clubs was

in contention, and each of those teams had

a strategy worked out in their minds as to
exactly what they needed to do to win. Whether
these plans actually came to fruition for these
top four is debatable, as the Walvis Bay Yacht
Club (WBYC) team stole the show in race 9 to
win “going away.”

Royal Natal Yacht Club (RNYC), in third place
overall, scored a resounding second place in
the penultimate race, placing them on equal

points with the RCYC - while Hermanus scored
a third to stay at the top of the leader board.
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So with just a single race left, it was a case of “all
or nothing” to secure victory.

The RCYC team, no doubt fed up with their
performance on the penultimate day when they
were OCS and only turned back to restart after
racing for four minutes, blasted out of the start
and led all the way to the finish. This fine victory
was not enough as the Hermanus team were
next to finish - and with that second spot were
able to lift the Lipton Cup in victory.

Sadly for the RNYC team, despite trying
everything possible to win, their efforts in the
final race saw them finish fifth, and third overall.

The winners, Hermanus Yacht Club, have some
tough decisions to make for the 2026 contest,
particularly in terms of the waters on which they
will defend. Saldanha Bay is an alluring option as
the waters are generally flat and the wind steady.
However that option comes with many logistical
problems, so Table Bay may well be the logical
option for 2026. Whatever their decision, it will
bring a bigger fleet and even closer racing as it’s
now known by all sailors what it takes to lift the
Lipton Challenge Cup in victory.

International J/22 Class Association 1 §




BUILDING FASTER SAILS

GET A QUOTE

From weeknight racing to world championships, get the sails and support you need to reach the
podium. Contact a Quantum J/22 class expert now to build a faster 2026 season.

Kris Werner | kwerner@quantumsails.com | QuantumSails.com

*AWARD
& SPORTS **L*

ANNIVERSARY

2120 Bay Street, Saginaw, Michigan 48602
(989) 793-9455, info@awardandsports.com

Half Hulls Y Trophies yk Crystal Glass



https://www.quantumsails.com/en/sails/one-design/inshore/j-22?utm_source=j22_newsletter&utm_medium=web_ad&utm_campaign=general&utm_content=winter_2025
http://www.awardandsports.com

William English
Hickory Corners,
MI

Robert Grove
Boyne City, Mi

Gold Sponsors

Gold Sponsors have contributed $100 to the U.S. Class (in addition to full membership)

Sandy Adzick
Haverford, PA

Conrad Classen
Osterville, MA

Drew Devitt
Media, PA

Christopher Doyle
Kenmore, NY

Michael
Gemperline
Bristol, Rl

Joe Gibbs, Jr.
Madison, MS

Willem “Mart” Christopher
Lamar Princing
Jackson, MS Hemlock, Mi
Thomas Losch Jeff Progelhof
Germany Heath, TX
Linda McDavitt James Rawlings

Austin, TX Alexandria, VA
Jackson Miller Jeff Todd
Nashville, TN Annapolis, MD
Timothy Nolan Keith Zars
Pilot Knob, NY San Antonio, TX
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Smart, Euétnm solutions...
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New ideas & solutions are what we do & making

sure you have a competitive edge is our passion!
We specialize in thoughtful, custom crafted parts
for the J/22! Check out our AWESOME products!

Anodized
Aluminum Sprit

Now back in stock,,
our Anodized ﬁ’

The "Golden
Gooseneck"

Finally a machined
Gooseneck that is
absolutely never going

Aluminum Sprit -
1.5 0z of 6061 Tb

Aircraft Aluminum = 4
that is designed to
endure hardships, &
and keep shining
and holding line!
Something more
robust &
permanent than
our plastic Sprit!

J/22 SPRIT

Qur lightest mounted
Sprit possible at 0.5
Oz - our 3D printed
vertical Tang Sprit. No
more battens and
tape that can come

off - won't rust or Kablooey "Elite" Trailer Pads
corrode, and low Forget carpet! Protect your hull in
profile to keep from style. 375" thick custom milled

getting smashed - but 5, dized aluminum base with a 1"
still cheap enough to

replace easily if it
does!

thick closed-cell foam, that does
not hold water against the hull.
ALSO AVAILABLE IN AN ECONOMICAL HDPE FOR $48

_

' DROER ONLINE AT:
kablooeyboatparts'com
KABLOOEYBOATPARTS@GMAIL.COM

to break. Using bronze
bushings, and Stainless
Steel shoulder screws,
this Golden Gooseneck
is guaranteed for life

- and is simply the
smoothest operating
Gooseneck you can buy.
All parts included.

S120

Q

*PLUS SHIPPING
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http://www.j22.org/the-boat/vendors/
https://www.kablooeyboatparts.com

Jamin J/22 International Regatta 2025
Montego Bay Yacht Club, Jamaica
December 4 - December 7

2026 J/22 Midwinter Championship
at Helly Hansen Sailing World Regatta St. Pete
St. Petersburg Yacht Club
St. Petersburg, FL, United States
February 13 - February 15

2026 J/22 World Championship
Southern Yacht Club
New Orleans, LA, United States
October 5 - October 10




